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than incur the expense of the further processes. This
seems to have been the case on the Welsh border, as
Shrewsbury claimed to have had a market for ' pannus
crudus ' from the time of King John.1 Much raw cloth
was also bought up by foreign merchants and sent out
of the country to be finished ; and at the beginning of
the sixteenth century, Parliament, with its usual terror
of foreign trade, seeing only that the finishing processes
would be carried out by foreign workmen instead of
English, forbade the export of unfinished cloth. It
had then to be pointed out that, as most of these cloths
were bought to be dyed abroad, and as after dyeing all
the finishing processes would have to be repeated, the
cost of the cheaper varieties would be so raised that there
would be no sale for them ; cloths below the value of
live marks were therefore exempted.2
Raw cloth had next to be fulled, that is to say,
scoured, cleansed, and thickened by beating it in water.
Originally this was always done by men trampling upon
it in a trough, and the process was known as 4 walking ',
the fuller being called a 4 walker ' (whence the common
surname), but during the thirteenth century an instru-
ment came into general use called ' the stocks ', con-
sisting of an upright, to which was hinged the * perch '
or wooden bar with which the cloth was beaten. The
perch was often worked by water power, and fulling,
or walking, mills soon became common.3 In 1274 there
was a pretty quarrel between the people of St. Albans
1  V. C. H. Shrops., i. 428.	z Statutes, 3 & 5 Hen. VIII.
3 Fulling mills are mentioned in 1256 at opposite ends of England
-—at Appleby in Westmorland (Assize R. 979, m. 13) and at Dunster
in Somerset (Maxwell Lyte, Hist, of Dunster, 297).

